Economic Integration and Political Reconciliation
in Iraq. By Peter S. Henne

Introduction and summary

After years of fighting, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’s (ISIL) control over
territory in Irag has crumbled.* Yet the fate of Iraq’s religious minorities remains unclear.
When it was in control, ISIL treated all populations under its rule with great brutality, but
the jihadist group specifically targeted Iraq’s Christian and Yazidi communities for
enslavement and violence, leading to widespread death and displacement among these
two religious groups.? And although ISIL has been driven out, the Christian and Yazidi
communities, both with roots in Iraq going back thousands of years, are still at risk of
extinction.

There is naturally an altruistic reason to support targets of genocide—of which
Christians and Yazidis unquestionably are—but there are strategic and practical reasons
as well. Restoring these communities to Irag may enhance the development and stability
of the country, which in turn would benefit the entire region. Restoring persecuted
religious minority communities in Irag can specifically benefit the country in three ways:

Religious minorities can directly contribute to Irag’s economic growth by pursuing economic
activities, some of which are unavailable to the Muslim majority.

Religious minorities can encourage a nonsectarian national identity by serving as a buffer
between larger ethnoreligious communities in political debates.

Religious minorities may be particularly effective in establishing dialogue across sectarian lines.

Restoring religious minority communities can help Iraq only if they are not seen as
competitors for international resources to majority communities. Instead, religious
minorities must be integrated into the broader society. With this in mind, the United
States should adopt a dual-track approach to aiding religious minorities in Iraq. The
policy suggestions presented in this report are meant to provide a framework for U.S.
policy, keeping in mind that further work will be required to develop the policy tools Iraq
will need to implement them. Specifically, U.S. policy must:

e Avoid policies that harden divisions. Religious minorities will help stabilize Iraq only if
they are seen as part of a diverse and pluralist Iragi society. U.S. policies that increase
the distinctions between Christians, Yazidis, and the Muslim majority will be

counterproductive. At the same time, the United States should direct the U.S. Agency for
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International Development (USAID) and the State Department to monitor and ensure that
aid is reaching religious minority communities. The United States should accompany
development aid with efforts to create economic opportunities that both target religious

minorities and grow the overall economy.

e Promote the integration of religious minorities. The United States should continue
monitoring religious freedom abuses in Iraq to ensure religious minorities are protected.
The United States should promote interfaith dialogue efforts in Iraq between Christians,
Yazidis, and Muslims as well as implement political capacity-building programs intended

to enable religious minorities to engage in the political process.

Religious minorities and stability

There are moral reasons to aid victims of genocide such as Iragi Christians and Yazidis.
At the same time, there are pragmatic reasons. Restoring religious minority communities
in Iraq can help stabilize and develop the country. Religious minorities can aid the
community in three ways: boosting economic activity; encouraging a nonsectarian
national identity; and promoting interfaith dialogue.

Under attack by ISIL and other extremist groups, the Middle East’s religious minority
communities—particularly Christians and Yazidis—are suffering. As ISIL gained control
of portions of Iragq and Syria, it implemented extremist interpretations of Islamic law in
the territory it ruled.? This included brutal punishments for Muslims who did not follow
ISIL’s guidelines. They subjected Christians to forced conversion, with expulsion or
violence if they refused. Many Christians felt betrayed by their own neighbors and by
Iragi and Kurdistan region security forces that failed to protect them as ISIL advanced,
raising questions about their security post-ISIL.*

There are between 7.5 million and 15 million Christians in the Middle East.> And while
the Christian population in terms of numbers has increased since 1900, the faster
growth rates of Muslims in the Middle East has meant that the Christian share of the
population decreased from 10 percent in 1900 to 5 percent in 2010, according to
research from the Pew Research Center.® Data on deaths and displacements of
Christians by ISIL are inconclusive, but the jihadist group has devastated Christian
communities, leading some to fear Christians’ presence in the region will be permanently
diminished.”

The Yazidi community—a population that ranged between 300,000 to 700,000 in Iraq as
of 2012—faced repression under former President of Iraq Saddam Hussein, which was
followed by waves of violence that broke out after the United States overthrew him in
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2003.% With the rise of ISIL, the Yazidis endured widespread massacres and sexual
slavery that have nearly wiped out this ancient community. As with Christians, exact
numbers of Yazidis affected by ISIL are unknown. But according to a study by the
Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide, ISIL’s campaign in Iraq’s Ninawa
province—where many religious minorities lived—displaced more than 800,000 people
and left few religious minorities remaining in the area.? This included Christians and
Yazidis, as well as other minority groups such as the Turkmen, Sabean Mandeans,
Shabak, and Kaka'i.

There have been some efforts to redress these wrongs, but they are incomplete. Iraqi
religious minorities have begun to return to the communities from which ISIL displaced
them.*® The United Nations runs numerous aid programs in Iraq through the U.N.
Development Programme (UNDP), including some intended to promote dialogue across
religious divisions.** Additionally, the United States has announced that it will provide aid
directly to Iraqgi Christians due to concerns about whether the United Nations distributes
sufficient aid specifically to Christians; private groups are helping to rebuild communities
as well.** Despite these efforts, religious minority communities in Iraq remain devastated.

The fate of Iraq’s Christians and Yazidis is tragic but unfortunately not uncommon. The
modern Middle East—formed from the breakup of the Ottoman Empire and European
colonies—has experienced several periods where religious minority populations have
been displaced.® This seems to echo several scholarly warnings that religious diversity
makes instability and underdevelopment more likely.* Yet highlighting the perils of
religious diversity for the region overlooks the potentially greater benefits such diversity
may bring.

There are some indications that having multiple religious groups in a country can
increase economic development and social stability. And while religious diversity can
complicate politics and lead to destructive conflict—evidenced by the Sunni-Shia civil
war in Irag—it can also benefit society under certain conditions. Across all countries,
those with greater religious diversity experience stronger economic growth.*® Religious
diversity also corresponds with greater economic competitiveness, entrepreneurship,
and social tolerance.*® There are a few possible explanations for this pattern.

Boost economic growth

Religious minorities may boost economic growth directly through their entrepreneurial
activities. These communities have played important roles in many Middle Eastern
economies—including in Iraq. For example, Iraqgi Christians have historically been well-
educated and prominent in trades such as weaving and professions including
medicine.*” Their displacement is thus not only a human rights concern; it also
undermines Iraq’s economic vitality. Vibrant Christian communities in Iraq would
contribute to Iraq’s economy and improve the situation for all Iraqis.

Additionally, religious minorities have contributed to Middle Eastern economies for
centuries by undertaking economic activities that are forbidden to Muslims*®*—a practice
that continues in the present day. One of the most visible examples of this sort of
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economic activity are Iraq’s liquor stores. Iraqi Muslims are not allowed to sell liquor,
which leaves this important segment of the retail market to Christians and Yazidis.
These stores are very popular—even among Iragi Muslims, who reportedly crowd them
after the fasting month of Ramadan—and depend on religious minorities to run them. If
these communities are not restored, an important element of the Iraqi retail economy will
disappear, and their customers will turn to disruptive black-market alternatives.

Promote a nonsectarian national identity

Irag is one among many countries with sectarian politics. Tensions among Sunnis, Shia,
and Kurds complicate political debates, as each group worries about the others gaining
an advantage.® The presence of smaller religious minority groups in lrag may actually
ease these tensions, because these minorities could serve as a buffer between rival
groups. If a country is polarized between two or three large ethnoreligious groups, all
politics become a zero-sum game. However, when political negotiations involve smaller
groups—such as Christians and Yazidis—each group’s fear of the others’ gains will be
diminished. Leaders will have to satisfy multiple communities with any policy,
incentivizing them to appeal to those beyond their own sectarian group. This makes it
more likely that political initiatives are effective at improving welfare. Rather than
assuming a given government policy benefits one ethnoreligious group at the expense
of others, Iragis may trust that it benefits the whole country. This type of dynamic could
eventually contribute to the lessening of sectarian tensions and to a greater sense of
national unity.

Admittedly, the development of a nonsectarian national identity is a long-term process,
and the tough conditions Iraq’s religious minorities face have made it difficult for them to
participate actively in Iraqi politics. But their potential to promote a nonsectarian identity
by serving as a buffer between larger groups is already apparent. Iragi Christians and
Yazidis serve as neutral voices in Iragi political disputes and frequently present an
intermediate perspective to balance tensions between opposing sides and to resolve
conflict.

Christian politicians, for example, have pushed back on efforts by their own community
that they saw as divisive. Iragi Christians have raised concerns about some international
efforts to support their community, as they may promote sectarian tensions in Irag. In
2017, for instance, a Swedish politician hosted a conference that brought together
Western Christian leaders and representatives of Iraqi communities. Yet the Patriarch of
the Chaldean Church—of which many Iraqi Christians are members—and a political
party representing overwhelmingly Christian Iragi Assyrians opposed the conference.
The former argued that the “future of Christians in Iraq is linked to all Iraqis,” and should
be discussed within Iraq; likewise, the Assyrian party’s spokesperson said the
conference “was promoting a partisan and sectarian agenda.”*The international
community can debate the desirability of efforts like this conference, but Iragi Christians’
concerns over the risk that similar efforts would increase sectarian tensions suggest they
may be useful voices for an inclusive national identity in Iraqg.

Another way religious minorities can promote a nonsectarian identity is by reminding
Iragi politicians of their responsibility to protect all Iragis—not just their own
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ethnoreligious group. Irag’s lone Yazidi member of Parliament—Vian Dakhil—has been
a powerful voice calling on the Iragi government to protect religious minorities. She has
been instrumental in bringing attention to the suffering of the Yazidis under ISIL.?* Dakhil
has also pressured the Iragi government to ensure that it rescues captured Yazidis as it
retakes territory from the terrorist group.# By ensuring the central Iragi government
helps religious minorities such as Yazidis, these efforts may also encourage Iraqis to
think beyond narrow sectarian identities.

Promote intersectarian dialogue

Religious minorities may also promote dialogue among larger rival groups. In a country
with multiple religious communities, all members of society will feel compelled to interact
with those outside their group, promoting moderation and inclusion.® Likewise, faith
leaders have been effective in a variety of peacebuilding efforts, including in East Timor,
South Africa, and Northern Ireland.? Clerics from Christian and Yazidi communities may
thus be able to work with Muslim religious leaders to overcome distrust between the
groups. Because they are relatively nonthreatening to the much larger Sunni and Shia
Muslim communities, Christians and Yazidis may be able to spearhead interfaith efforts.

Irag’s religious minorities have not yet had the chance to promote dialogue in Iraqi
politics, but recent events suggest that this is a role they could fulfill. Iraqgi Christians
demonstrated their ability to effect dialogue in their response to the 2017 Kurdish
independence referendum. Iragi Kurds were overwhelmingly in favor of independence,
while Iragi Sunni and Shia Arabs opposed it. By contrast, Iraqi Christians’ reactions were
mixed. Some Christian leaders argued for dialogue between the Iragi government and
Kurds to resolve their differences, while others were supportive of independence.* The
impact of Christians’ efforts—both for and against independence—was unclear, but the
fact that Iraqgi Christians did not approach this issue as a sectarian bloc suggests they
may be able to promote dialogue in future debates.

Recommendations

U.S. efforts to restore Christian and Yazidi communities is the right thing to do in
response to ISIL’s genocide, and it would also help stabilize and develop Iraq’s economy
and national identity. Yet these benefits will accrue only if the United States formulates
its policies in the right way. Religious minorities can improve a society through
interaction and engagement with majority communities; therefore, U.S. policies must
focus on enabling this engagement—not undermining it. To do so, the United States
must initiate a two-pronged approach: U.S. policymakers must avoid policies that harden
divisions, and at the same time they must promote actions to integrate religious
minorities into Iraqi society. Further work will also be needed on the part of the United
States to ensure that the Iragi government implements these policies effectively.

The following recommendations can provide a framework for U.S. policy on restoring
and integrating religious minorities in lIrag.
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Avoid policies that harden divisions

Religious minorities will help stabilize Iraq only if they are seen as part of Iraqgi society.
U.S. policies that increase the distinction between Christians, Yazidis, and the Muslim
majority will be counterproductive.

Work with international organizations

The United States should provide aid for religious minorities through a broad range of
international organizations, such as the UNDP and nongovernmental organizations,
rather than setting stabilization aid aside exclusively for Iraqgi Christians. In response to
some U.S. religious freedom advocates’ concerns, the Trump administration recently
shifted its aid policy, cutting off support for the UNDP in favor of providing aid exclusively
to Iraqi Christians.?® This may be misguided, as it could increase resentment toward
religious minorities and does little to help stabilize Iraq outside of Christian communities.
Instead, as CAP has argued previously, the United States should adopt a needs-based
approach to development aid and should work with international donors.? Some
exceptions for work targeted specifically at religious minorities is acceptable. The United
States, however, should send a clear message that these are in addition to—and not
instead of—the larger pool of stabilization funds.

Ensure aid reaches minorities

The United States should direct USAID and the State Department to ensure aid is
reaching religious minority communities. Concerns raised about aid reaching Iraq’s
religious minorities are not unfounded; studies by CAP and others have highlighted
persistent discrimination against religious minorities in the Middle East.*® When the
United States develops a needs-based approach to aid, it must also pay close attention
to how the aid is dispersed. USAID and the State Department should monitor all aid
dispersal to ensure that corruption at the federal and local levels does not harm religious
minority communities.*

Create economic opportunities

The United States should accompany development aid with economic opportunities that
both target religious minorities and grow the overall economy. As CAP has argued
previously, both the threat of violence and the lack of economic opportunities lead
religious minorities to flee the Middle East.* Indeed, the economic situation of Iragi
Christians had been declining for some time before the emergence of ISIL.** Restoring
these communities to Iraq requires expanding job opportunities and economic security in
addition to development aid. One important area in which the United States can help is
the restitution of property to Christians and Yazidis post-ISIL. As CAP has argued,
ongoing property restitution issues make it difficult for religious minorities to participate in
the economy. The United States should provide assistance to Iragq on resolving these
issues. Additionally, development aid intended to promote economic growth can directly
help religious minorities. Funding from the UNDP, for example, allowed a group of
displaced Yazidi women to start a bakery in the Kurdish area of Iraq; the business has
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since grown and employs numerous displaced Iragis.>* The United States should
support similar UNDP efforts to provide economic opportunities to religious minorities.

Promote the integration of religious minorities

In addition to integrating into society, religious minorities must also be protected from
abuse and be given the opportunity to engage in politics. As CAP has argued previously,
the United States should endeavor for more inclusive Iraqi politics.*U.S. policy should
thus ensure that religious minorities are not discriminated against and are able to
engage in Iraqi politics.

Monitor religious freedom abuses

The United States should continue monitoring religious freedom abuses in Irag to ensure
religious minorities are protected. The State Department’s Office of International
Religious Freedom (IRF) and the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
report on religious freedom abuses around the world. These offices should be fully
funded and staffed so that the United States is aware of abuses against religious
minorities. The State Department must also be willing to place diplomatic pressure on
Irag in the case of any abuses—even if it complicates other initiatives.

Promote interfaith dialogue

The United States should promote interfaith dialogue efforts in Iraq between Christians,
Yazidis, and Muslims. The IRF tracks religious dialogue efforts, while the Office of
Religion and Global Affairs endeavors to promote such dialogue around the world. Both
offices must be fully staffed. Additionally, the latter should work closely with Christian,
Yazidi, and Muslim religious leaders in Iraq to set up interfaith dialogue efforts.

Politically engage minorities

The United States should implement political capacity-building programs to enable
religious minorities to engage in the political process. The National Endowment for
Democracy and the State Department have provided funding for capacity-building
programs, which train civil society to engage in the political process.* Both offices
should direct funding and personnel to Iraqgi religious minorities to ensure that they have
the tools to interact with other communities and advocate for their interests.

Conclusion

As CAP has argued in previous reports, the United States should focus its efforts in Iraq
on sustained engagement and stabilizing competition to ensure that the country
develops after the territorial defeat of ISIL.%” Restoring religious minority communities—
such as Christians and Yazidis—to Iraq can contribute to this strategy as well as the
overall cohesion of Irag. Yet this will only occur if the United States emphasizes
integrating these communities into Iragi politics and society as part of post-ISIL
reconciliation. Policies that harden divisions between religious minorities and the rest of
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society will prove counterproductive. Vice President Mike Pence declared that protecting
religious freedom is a “foreign-policy priority” for the Trump administration.® If that is
true, then the administration must adopt a smart and consistent approach to defending
persecuted religious minorities in Iraq, as this report presents. Otherwise, the United
States will be promoting the very sectarian tensions it claims to oppose.

About the author

Peter S. Henne is an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science and
Global and Regional Studies Program at the University of Vermont. He previously
worked at the Pew Research Center—where he ran a study on global religious
repression—and the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to
Terrorism. He received his Ph.D. in government from Georgetown University and B.A. in
political science from Vassar College.

Endnotes

Margaret Coker, Eric Schmitt, and Rukmini Callimachi, “With Loss of Its Caliphate, I1SIS May
Return to Guerrilla Roots,” The New York Times, October 18, 2017, available

at https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/18/world/middleeast/islamic-state-territory-

attacks.html.
Naomi Kikoler, “Our Generation Is Gone’: The Islamic State’s Targeting of Iragi Minorities in

Ninewa” (Washington: Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide, 2017) , available

at https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/Irag-Bearing-Withess-Report-111215.pdf.

Peter Kenyon, “Life Under The Islamic State: Sharia Law and Few Services,” NPR, August 29,

2014, available at https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/08/29/343986937/life-under-the-

islamic-state-sharia-law-and-few-services.

Hollie McKay, “Iraq’s Christians, Yezidi Say Kurds Failed Them in Fight against ISIS,” Fox News,

December 1, 2015, available at http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/12/01/abandoned-iraqg-

christians-yezidi-say-kurds-failed-them-in-fight-against-isis.html.



https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fn-449687-38
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/18/world/middleeast/islamic-state-territory-attacks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/18/world/middleeast/islamic-state-territory-attacks.html
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/Iraq-Bearing-Witness-Report-111215.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/08/29/343986937/life-under-the-islamic-state-sharia-law-and-few-services
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/08/29/343986937/life-under-the-islamic-state-sharia-law-and-few-services
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/12/01/abandoned-iraq-christians-yezidi-say-kurds-failed-them-in-fight-against-isis.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/12/01/abandoned-iraq-christians-yezidi-say-kurds-failed-them-in-fight-against-isis.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-1
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-2
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-3
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-4

10.

11.

Brian Katulis, Rudy DelLeon, and John B. Craig, “The Plight of Christians in the Middle East”
(Washington: Center for American Progress, 2015) , available

at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2015/03/12/108473/the-plight-of-

christians-in-the-middle-east/.

Phillip Connor and Conrad Hackett, “Middle East’s Christian Population in Flux as Pope Francis
Visits Holy Land,” Pew Research Center Fact Tank, May 19, 2014, available

at http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/05/19/middle-easts-christian-population-in-flux-as-

pope-francis-visits-holy-land/.

Eliza Griswold, “Is This the End of Christianity in the Middle East?”, The New York Times, July

22, 2015, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/magazine/is-this-the-end-of-

christianity-in-the-middle-east.html.

Peter S. Henne and Conrad Hackett, “Iraqi Yazidis: Hazy Population Numbers and a History of
Persecution,” Pew Research Center Fact Tank, August 12, 2014, available

at http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/08/12/iraqi-yazidis-hazy-population-numbers-and-

a-history-of-persecution/.

Kikoler, “Our Generation Is Gone: The Islamic State’s Targeting of Iragi Minorities in

Ninewa.”
George J. Marlin, “Iraqi Christians Look to Reclaim Their Ancient Homes—It's Now or
Never,” National Review, August 2, 2017, available

at https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/08/iragi-christians-mosul-nineveh-plains-isis-internally-

displaced-persons-diocese-erbil-kurdistan/.

U.N. Development Programme, “Support for Integrated Reconciliation in Iraqg,” in Project

Summary (UNDP,


https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2015/03/12/108473/the-plight-of-christians-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2015/03/12/108473/the-plight-of-christians-in-the-middle-east/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/05/19/middle-easts-christian-population-in-flux-as-pope-francis-visits-holy-land/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/05/19/middle-easts-christian-population-in-flux-as-pope-francis-visits-holy-land/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/magazine/is-this-the-end-of-christianity-in-the-middle-east.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/magazine/is-this-the-end-of-christianity-in-the-middle-east.html
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/08/12/iraqi-yazidis-hazy-population-numbers-and-a-history-of-persecution/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/08/12/iraqi-yazidis-hazy-population-numbers-and-a-history-of-persecution/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/08/iraqi-christians-mosul-nineveh-plains-isis-internally-displaced-persons-diocese-erbil-kurdistan/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/08/iraqi-christians-mosul-nineveh-plains-isis-internally-displaced-persons-diocese-erbil-kurdistan/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-5
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-6
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-7
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-8
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-9
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-10

12.

13.

14

15.

2018).http://www.ig.undp.org/content/irag/en/home/operations/projects/democratic _governance/r

econciliation.html(last accessed April 2018).

Kate Shellnutt, “Pence: US Will Bypass UN and Aid Persecuted Iraqi Christians
Directly,” Christianity Today, October 26, 2017, available

at http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2017/october/pence-us-persecuted-christians-usaid-

un.html; Rose Gamble, “Catholic Charity to Repair 2,000 Homes for Christians Returning to

Irag,” The Tablet, February 13, 2018, available at http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/8556/catholic-

charity-to-repair-2-000-homes-for-christians-returning-to-irag.

For useful histories, see Dawn Chatty, Displacement and Dispossession in the Modern Middle
East (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010); Kikoler, “Our Generation Is Gone: The
Islamic State’s Targeting of Iragi Minorities in Ninewa”; Mordechai Nisan, Minorities in the Middle
East: A History of Struggle and Self-Expression, 2nd ed. (Jefferson, NC: McFarland and

Company, 2002); Roland Flamini, “Forced Exodus: Christians in the Middle East,” World

Affairs 176 (4) (2013): 65-71.

. John Gerring and others, “Does Diversity Impair Human Development? A Multi-Level Test of the

Diversity Debit Hypothesis,” World Development 66 (2015): 166—188; Adrian Karatnycky, “The
2001 Freedom House Survey: Muslim Countries and the Democracy Gap,” Journal of
Democracy 13 (1) (2002): 99-112; José G. Montalvo and Marta Reynal-Querol, “Ethnic

Polarization, Potential Conflict, and Civil Wars,” The American Economic Review 95 (3) (2005):

796-816.
Brian J. Grim, “Countries With Very High Religious Diversity—Including China—Outpace World
in Economic Growth,” The Weekly Number Blog, April 21, 2014, available

at http://theweeklynumber.com/weekly-number-blog/countries-with-very-high-religious-diversity-

including-china-outpace-world-in-economic-growth.



http://www.iq.undp.org/content/iraq/en/home/operations/projects/democratic_governance/reconciliation.html
http://www.iq.undp.org/content/iraq/en/home/operations/projects/democratic_governance/reconciliation.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2017/october/pence-us-persecuted-christians-usaid-un.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2017/october/pence-us-persecuted-christians-usaid-un.html
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/8556/catholic-charity-to-repair-2-000-homes-for-christians-returning-to-iraq
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/8556/catholic-charity-to-repair-2-000-homes-for-christians-returning-to-iraq
http://theweeklynumber.com/weekly-number-blog/countries-with-very-high-religious-diversity-including-china-outpace-world-in-economic-growth
http://theweeklynumber.com/weekly-number-blog/countries-with-very-high-religious-diversity-including-china-outpace-world-in-economic-growth
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-11
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-12
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-13
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-14
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-15

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Richard Florida, “The Link between Religious Diversity and Economic Development,” CityLab,

December 19, 2014, available at https://www.citylab.com/equity/2014/12/the-link-between-

religious-diversity-and-economic-development/372585/.

Open Doors, Served, the University of East London’s Centre for Social Justice and Change, and

Middle East Concern, “Hope for the Middle East: Impact and Significance of the Christian

Presence in Syria and Iraq During the Current Crisis” (2016).

Timur Kuran, “Why the Middle East Is Economically Underdeveloped: Historical Mechanisms of

Institutional Stagnation,” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 18 (3) (2004).
Susannah George, “Beer and Chivas Fly Off the Shelves as Baghdad’s Liquor Stores Reopen
After Ramadan,” Public Radio International, August 4, 2014, available

at https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-08-04/beer-and-chivas-fly-shelves-baghdads-liquor-stores-

reopen-after-ramadan.

Rafid Jaboori, “Sectarian Tensions Stalk Iraq Elections,” BBC Arabic, April 20, 2013, available

at http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22215632.

Rachel M. Gisselquist, Stefan Leiderer, and Miguel Nino-Zarazua, “Ethnic Heterogeneity and

Public Goods Provision in Zambia: Evidence of a Subnational ‘Diversity Dividend’,” World

Development 78 (2016): 308—-323.

Rudaw, “Controversial Conference on Future of Irag’s Christians Begins in Brussels,” RUDAW,

June 28, 2017, available at http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/280620174.

Seth J. Frantzman, “Yazidi Politician in Iraq: What Happened to My People Was a

Genocide,” The Jerusalem Post, December 22, 2015, available at http://www.jpost.com/Middle-



https://www.citylab.com/equity/2014/12/the-link-between-religious-diversity-and-economic-development/372585/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2014/12/the-link-between-religious-diversity-and-economic-development/372585/
https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-08-04/beer-and-chivas-fly-shelves-baghdads-liquor-stores-reopen-after-ramadan
https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-08-04/beer-and-chivas-fly-shelves-baghdads-liquor-stores-reopen-after-ramadan
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22215632
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/280620174
http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Yazidi-politician-in-Iraq-The-international-community-has-abandoned-my-people-437978
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-16
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-17
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-18
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-19
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-20
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-21
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-22

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

East/Yazidi-politician-in-lraq-The-international-community-has-abandoned-my-people-

437978.
Raya Jalabi, “Iragi Forces Must Rescue Many Abducted Yazidis from Tal Afar: Yazidi

MP,” Reuters, August 21, 2017, available at https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-

irag-talafar/iragi-forces-must-rescue-many-abducted-yazidis-from-tal-afar-yazidi-mp-

iIdUSKCN1B11HI.

Peter L. Berger, “The Good of Religious Pluralism,” First Things, 262 (2016): 39-42.

Leslie Vinjamuri and Aaron P. Boesenecker, “Religious Actors and Transitional Justice.” In
Thomas Banchoff, ed., Religious Pluralism, Globalization and World Politics, ed. Thomas
Banchoff (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008); Nukhet A. Sandal, Religious Leaders and

Conflict Transformation: Northern Ireland and Beyond (New York: Cambridge University Press,

2017).
Saad Salloum, “Iraqgi Christian Politicians Denounce Church’s Intervention in Politics,” Al-

Monitor, October 23, 2017, available at https://www.al-

monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/10/christian-patriarch-louis-sacco-irag-minorities.html.

Nina Shea, “Why Are US Aid Policies in Iraq Helping Iran and Hurting Christian and Yazidi
Minorities?”, Fox News, October 3, 2017, available

at http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/10/03/why-are-us-aid-policies-in-irag-helping-iran-and-

hurting-christian-and-yazidi-minorities.html.

Daniel Benaim and Hardin Lang, “Engage and Compete: America and Iraq after the Islamic
State” (Washington: Center for American Progress, 2018), available

at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/01/18/445062/engage-and-

compete/.


http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Yazidi-politician-in-Iraq-The-international-community-has-abandoned-my-people-437978
http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Yazidi-politician-in-Iraq-The-international-community-has-abandoned-my-people-437978
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-talafar/iraqi-forces-must-rescue-many-abducted-yazidis-from-tal-afar-yazidi-mp-idUSKCN1B11HI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-talafar/iraqi-forces-must-rescue-many-abducted-yazidis-from-tal-afar-yazidi-mp-idUSKCN1B11HI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-talafar/iraqi-forces-must-rescue-many-abducted-yazidis-from-tal-afar-yazidi-mp-idUSKCN1B11HI
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/10/christian-patriarch-louis-sacco-iraq-minorities.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/10/christian-patriarch-louis-sacco-iraq-minorities.html
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/10/03/why-are-us-aid-policies-in-iraq-helping-iran-and-hurting-christian-and-yazidi-minorities.html
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/10/03/why-are-us-aid-policies-in-iraq-helping-iran-and-hurting-christian-and-yazidi-minorities.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/01/18/445062/engage-and-compete/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/01/18/445062/engage-and-compete/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-23
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-24
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-25
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-26
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-27
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-28
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-29

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Katulis, DelLeon, and Craig, “The Plight of Christians in the Middle East”; Benaim and Lang,

“Engage and Compete: America and Iraq after the Islamic State.”

Benaim and Hardin, “Engage and Compete: America and Iraq After the Islamic State.”

Katulis, DeLeon, and Craig, “The Plight of Christians in the Middle East.”
Open Doors, Served, the University of East London’s Centre for Social Justice and Change, and

Middle East Concern, “Hope for the Middle East: Impact and Significance of the Christian

Presence in Syria and Iraq During the Current Crisis.”
United Nations Development Programme, “Yazidi Women Find Economic Independence,”

September 6, 2016, available at https://undp.exposure.co/yazidi-women-find-economic-

independence?embed=true.

Benaim and Lang, “Engage and Compete: America and Iraq after the Islamic State.”
National Endowment for Democracy, “Middle East and Northern Africa,” available

at https://www.ned.org/region/middle-east-and-northern-africa/ (last accessed April 2018);

Kadah, “MEPI Announces Call for Proposals for Its Regional Assistance Program 2 (Rap 2),”

The U.S.-Middle East Partnership Initiative, October 18, 2017, available

at https://mepi.state.gov/rap2/.

Benaim and Lang, “Engage and Compete: America and Iraq after the Islamic State.”

Emma Green, “Protecting Religious Freedom Is a Foreign-Policy Priority of the Trump
Administration’,” The Atlantic, May 12, 2017, available

at https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/religious-freedom-trump-

administration/526320/.



https://undp.exposure.co/yazidi-women-find-economic-independence?embed=true
https://undp.exposure.co/yazidi-women-find-economic-independence?embed=true
https://www.ned.org/region/middle-east-and-northern-africa/
https://mepi.state.gov/rap2/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/religious-freedom-trump-administration/526320/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/05/religious-freedom-trump-administration/526320/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-30
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-31
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-32
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-33
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-34
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-35
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-36
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-37
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/#fnref-449687-38

Source: Center for American Progress. Posted on April 17, 2018

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-

integration-political-reconciliation-irag/



https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/04/17/449687/economic-integration-political-reconciliation-iraq/

